
 

 

 

 

OVERSTRAND PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2 AUGUST 2017 IN THE PARISH HALL 
 
Present: Cllr B Stratton (Chairman), Cllr G Partridge (Vice-Chairman) 

Cllrs J Begley, T Bennett, A Debbage, V Hastings, A Page, R Smith 
 

Members of Public: - 3      Clerk:  Mrs June White 
 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Brittlebank (ill health) 
 

2. Members’ Declaration of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 
Cllrs Begley and Debbage declared an interest in items 8.1 (PF/17/1115) and Cllrs Bennett and 
Page declared an interest in item 13.1 on the agenda and were given a dispensation to speak 
as there were no pecuniary interests. 

 

3. Minutes of Previous Meetings 
3.1 Members agreed the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting, held on Wednesday 5 July 2017 and 

they were duly signed by the Chairman. 
 

4. Chairman’s Announcements 
The Chairman thanked Members for manning the stall at the village fair. 

 

5. County & District Councillor Reports 
District Cllr A Fitch-Tillett sent her apologies and the Clerk read her report as follows: 
 

- I had every intention of attending your meeting tonight, but I have contracted a chest infection 
and don’t feel very well at all, so I hope you will accept my apologies. 

- Unfortunately, the phone, email and website at NNDC are down. This has happened several 
times in the last month – I suspect it is connected with the update to the system, but I can only 
apologise and register annoyance at this lack of service. 

- At Cabinet last month, Cllr John Lee presented the Bacton to Walcott Sandscaping scheme that 
I have been working on since the storm surge of 2013. This is highly innovative - a first for the 
UK and designed by the Dutch. It is not to be confused with beach recharge which has 
happened for some years, especially at Waxham after the reefs were constructed at Sea 
Palling. There is still a small funding gap, but we have full confidence in the scheme and look 
forward to the start of the works in approximately a year’s time. 

- Now I have more time I am able to sit in on Scrutiny where an innovative scheme to hold a 
NNDC Lottery was discussed. This is one of the proposals to help close the funding gap that is 
constantly getting bigger as Councils are expected to stand on their own feet without help form 
Central Government for 2020. 

- I also sat in on Planning Policy as I wish to keep up to date with how Officers and Cabinet 
Members are likely to change planning policies in the emerging Local Plan. I believe it is vital to 
retain the special quality of our landscapes and built heritage and will do all I can to influence 
this. 

- The RFCC was held at Norfolk County Council this time – a lot easier to get to for a 9.30 start 
than Thurrock where the last one was held. I do have concerns that the NNDC Flood maps are 
not up to date and that IT has not yet provided the most recent overlays – if this does not 
improve I shall call it in to Scrutiny. 

- I have to attend and speak at this Thursday’s Development Committee, as I called in the 
Overstrand White Horse Play Equipment Application. This was set for refusal, but I feel it is an 
exciting proposal for residents and tourists alike and without play equipment there could be 
damage to the economy and possible loss of jobs. 

- I am still getting complaints in respect of the pile driving in Overstrand, but am hoping that this is 
just about finished. I also had a complaint that the verges had not been cut in Church Close and 
understand that this is the responsibility of Victory Housing. I am still awaiting contact details, 
but with the email down and no phones, I am a bit stuck. No further complaints or queries this 
month. 
 



 

 

No report had been received from County Cllr E Maxfield. 
 

6. Police Report 
The Clerk stated that there had been no updates on the police website since April.  Members 
agreed that the Clerk should contact the Community Engagement Officer and ask if they could 
take the Council’s concerns regarding the updating of the website to the National Body that 
controls this. 
A member of the public reported the following from the SNAP meeting: 

- Hi-viz patrols are to continue 
- The Constabulary have got new cameras, which have a greater range and are more accurate 

when recording speed to be used in respect of speed watch 
- There is a growing concern about motor homes parking in the street 

 

7. Public Participation Time 

The Chairman closed the meeting to allow Members of the Public and any Councillors with 
prejudicial interests to speak.  A member of the public queried the second notice board in 
respect of item 16.1 on the agenda and said that they may have a replacement post the Council 
could have to repair it. 

 

8. Planning 
 
8.1 To consider and agree the following planning applications: 

 

PF/17/0969 Erection of single storey extension to rear and alterations to roof to allow for use 
as habitable space 

 15 Cliff Road, Overstrand, Cromer, NR27 0PP 
 
Members resolved to SUPPORT this application with the usual comments in respect of drainage 
and lighting. 
 
PF/17/1115 Erection of single storey extension and roof light to front elevation and single 

storey extension to rear with associated alterations to windows and roof over 
garage 

   13 High Street, Overstrand, Cromer, NR27 0AB 
 
Members resolved to SUPPORT this application with the usual comments in respect of drainage 
and lighting. 

 

8.2 To report on planning decisions: 
 

 PF/17/0728 Conversion of extension of existing barn currently a store to residential dwelling 
   16 Paul’s Lane, Overstrand, Cromer, NR27 0PE 
 PERMIT 
 

PO/17/0774 Erection of single storey detached dwelling with accommodation within 
roofspace: (outline details of appearance reserved) 

 1 Highfield Road, Overstrand, Cromer, NR27 0NQ 
WITHDRAWN 

 
9. Finance 
9.1 Members agreed the payments and receipts for July 2017 
9.2 Members agreed the bank reconciliation up to 31 July 2017. 
 
10. General Purpose and Amenities 
10.1 To receive reports from Members on sub-committees 
 

- Parish Hall – The new flooring has been fitted. 
- Allotments – Cllr Partridge reported that 4 people have given up their tenancy and the vacant 

plots would be offered to the next people on the waiting list.  Members agreed the annual rent 
letter with amendments in respect of vehicle use. 

- Web/Publicity – Cllr Page reported that the SSL Security and the WP-Rocket plug-in have both 
been installed and that google analytics is being used to see how often the website is being 
used and on what type of devices. 



 

 

- Events/Entertainment – Members resolved to hold the firework event on Saturday 4 November.  
It was agreed that there would not be a bonfire this year but the beacon would be lit at 7.15 pm 
with the firework display at 7.30pm. 

- Street Lighting – Cllr Page reported that the LED replacement lamp had been ordered to replace 
the obsolete lamp on Col.16.  Members considered the contract/specification and asked Cllr 
Page to amend the document in order for Council to consider it at the next Council Meeting. 

 

11. Shoreline Management 
11.1 Please see attached report 

 

12. Sale of Merchandise 
12.1 Members agreed that The Belfry Centre for Music and Arts could sell the Overstrand DVDs, 

Postcards and Walk Leaflets on a sale or return basis. 
 
13. Churchyard 
13.1 Members agreed that more clarification was needed from the Church in respect of what the 

Council’s responsibilities would be when they take over the closed churchyard and it was 
agreed that Cllrs Partridge, Bennett, Page, Hastings, Stratton and the Clerk would meet to 
agree what they would like the Church to provide.  It was also agreed that the “Community 
Payback” Scheme was a good idea and the Clerk should contact them to say the Council were 
interested and would contact them again in the near future. 

 

14. Local Green Space Designations 
14.1 Members agreed that they did not have any areas the Council felt were demonstrably special to 

the community, which they would like the NNDC Planning Policy team to assess for inclusion as 
Local Green Space in the emerging Local Plan. 

 

15. Community Resilience Group 
15.1 Cllrs Partridge, Stratton, Page, Begley and Hastings all agreed to help lead on getting the 

Community Resilience Group started and put in place. 
 
16. Flag 
16.1 The Clerk reported that she had done a modification to the flag flying notice board, which made 

it easier to attach notices to the board. 
 
17. Annual Leave 
 Members resolved that Cllr Partridge would take over the Clerk’s duties whilst she is on annual 

leave. 
 

18. To Report any other business 
Cllr Hastings suggested that it would be a good idea to contact NNDC to find out if they could 
put some stickers on the waste bins in the village stating that dog mess could be deposited in 
the bins, as some people were unsure as to whether they were allowed to or not. 

 
18. Correspondence 

No correspondence had been received. 
 

17. Date of Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 6 September 
2017 in the Parish Hall at 7.30pm. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN: ……………………………  DATE: ……………………………………. 



 

 

Overstrand Parish Council – Payments and Receipts for July 2017 

     
 

       Date: July 2017 

V No. Payee Detail Pm’t Method Net (£) 
VAT 
(£) 

Gross 
(£) 

Receipts 
(£) 

Ex26 HP Inc Ltd Printer & Black Printer Cartridge Debit Card 237.73 47.55 285.28   

Ex27 SSE Parish Hall Gas DD 40.72 2.03 42.75   

Ex28 SSE Parish Hall Electricity DD 24.21 1.20 25.41   

Ex29 NorfolkALC "Neighbourhood Planning" Book BACS 3.99 0.00 3.99   

Ex30 Eon Street Light Energy DD 105.10 5.26 110.36   

Ex31 Josh Web Design SSL Security & WP Rocket Plug In BACS 140.00 0.00 140.00   

Ex32 Community Action Norfolk Silver Membership BACS 50.00 0.00 50.00   

Ex33 Hampshire Flag Co. Red Ensign BACS 35.30 7.06 42.36   

Ex34 J White (Jarrolds) Laminating Pouches & Push Pins BACS 16.66 3.33 19.99   

Ex35 A Dean Parish Hall Cleaning - July C124 65.00 0.00 65.00   

Ex36 J White Salary, Phone & Home Allowance BACS 748.20 0.00 748.20   

In9 NNDC Parish Hall Rent BACS       100.00 

In10 HMRC Vat Refund BACS       175.21 

In11 HP Inc Ltd Printer Promotion BACS       30.00 

In12 Village Fair 
Walk Leaflets, Postcard & Firework 
Donation 

Cash       3.60 

In13 Village Stores Leaflets and Postcards Cash       19.00 

TOTALS 1,466.91 66.43 1,533.34 327.81 

 
       

 
       Signed: ……………………………………… Date: …………………………………. 

 

         
 



 

 

OVERSTRAND PARISH COUNCIL   

BANK RECONCILIATION   

31-Jul-17   

   

   

BANK STATEMENTS   

   

Bank balances as at 31 July 2017   

Deposit Account £0.00  

Treasurer’s Account £28,630.35  

Shoreline Management Account £3,963.89  

Kitchen Refurbishment Account £617.67  

Total cash in bank at 31 July 2017  £33,211.91 

(a cumulative total of all balances listed above)   

Less unpaid invoices at 31 July 2017 -£65.00 £33,146.91 

Chq124 - A Dean - Parish Hall Cleaning (£65.00)   

Add unbanked cash at 31 July 2017 £15.66 £33,162.57 

Net balance as at 31 July 2017  £33,162.57 

   

CASH BOOK   

   

Cash book opening balance at 1 April 2017  £24,709.11 

Add receipts during the year  £22,944.81 £47,653.92 

Less payments during the year -£14,491.35 £33,162.57 

Cash book closing balance   £33,162.57 

   
   

 



 

 

Coastal Forum meeting 
10

th
 July 2017 

 
The summer meeting of the Coastal Forum took place on 10

th
 July and, as is customary for the 

summer meeting, took the form of a field trip. 
 
The focus of this meeting was the Bacton to Walcott Management Scheme which is designed to 
provide protection for both villages and the gas terminal. Incredibly for such a major part of the 
national infrastructure, ( at peak flow nearly 40% of the UK's natural gas demand flows through this 
one terminal ), there is no direct Government funding for sea defence work, the costs falling to the 
terminal operators and the District Council. 
 
The terminal has already exceeded its expected life-span need when it was first established and there 
is no immediate plan to close it as improved technology has meant that there can be continued 
exploitation of the Southern North Sea Basin gas reserves as well as the Interconnector facility.   So 
there is a need to protect the site for the foreseeable future as well as a need to protect the villages 
and enhance flood protection for the coastal area. 
 
Several studies have taken place which allowed for the drawing up of 5 different approaches ranging 
from do nothing to enhancing the current defences. Any final scheme would have to be technically 
possible, fit within the Shoreline Management Plan, be deliverable within funding available, minimise 
environmental impact and be able to obtain all necessary consents. After a full feasibility study of the 
options the preferred option was a major sandscaping scheme. 
 
It is increasingly clear that a wide and stable beach can greatly enhance the effectiveness of any 
other defences, whether hard or natural, and that due to a number of reasons beach levels have been 
changing since the end of the last significant glaciation during the Ice Age and that hard defences 
have exacerbated this process in some areas, (due to restrictions in natural sediment drift). 
 
The proposal is to place approximately 1.5 million cubic metres of sand on the beach just north west 
of the terminal down to the Coastline Village. The bulk of this, (the “Head”), would be in front of the 
terminal with the remainder, (the “Tail”), running down to the Village. The idea is that the natural 
processes of sediment transportation would then move the sand along the coast over time improving 
and maintaining beach levels. This scheme is costed at £17.1 million with an enhanced scheme 
costed at £19 million which could provide more protection for the villages. 
 
No other scheme on quite this scale exists but in the Netherlands a similar scheme, The Sand Motor, 
has been operating successfully for a number of years and some smaller schemes have been used in 
Lincolnshire. This scheme has a proposed lifespan of 25 years with limited top ups of sand, 
(Unlike the Dutch scheme which has regular top ups).  As yet the scheme is not fully funded and the 
location of the sand dredging areas has yet to be finalised, (these will depend upon the exact mix of 
sand particle size needed to provide an optimum sediment flow). 
 
Visits were made to the terminal and Bacton and Walcott sea fronts to see the practical issues that 
need to be addressed. 
 
At the meeting itself the only major item was the replacement of Cllr Fitch-Tillet by Cllr Lee as Chair     
 

Cllr Gordon Partridge 
 


