
 

 

 

 

OVERSTRAND PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5 JULY 2017 IN THE PARISH HALL 
 
Present: Cllr B Stratton (Chairman), Cllr G Partridge (Vice-Chairman) 

Cllrs J Begley, T Bennett, A Debbage, V Hastings, A Page, R Smith 
 

Members of Public: - 10      Clerk:  Mrs June White 
 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Brittlebank (ill health) 
 

2. Members’ Declaration of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 
Cllrs Bennett and Page declared an interest in item 13.1 on the agenda and were given a 
dispensation to speak and vote as there were no pecuniary interests. 

 

3. Minutes of Previous Meetings 
3.1 Members agreed the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting, held on Wednesday 7 June 2017 and 

they were duly signed by the Chairman.  Cllr Partridge abstained. 
 

4. Chairman’s Announcements 
The Chairman had no announcements to make. 

 

5. County & District Councillor Reports 
District Cllr A Fitch-Tillett reported the following: 
 

- The big announcement I have to make is that I am no longer a member of the Cabinet at North 
Norfolk.  I am sorry if you find this a disappointment as do I, but there were so many proposals 
coming forward, which I felt were to the detriment of the Cromer area especially, that I could not 
agree with.  So the Leader saw fit to “reshuffle” me to the back benches. 

- I have had a query in respect of high boundary leylandii which I have passed to Simon Case our 
Landscape Officer specialising in trees, and I am getting complaints about the pile driving in 
Overstrand which may also affect all of Poppyland.  In any case I have raised this issue to 
Environmental Protection; it is part of the Hopkins Homes development near the Garden Centre.  

- You will no doubt, have seen the request from Chris Brown in respect of the listing of Green 
Spaces of which I am glad to say Poppyland has many, and I was advised only this morning that 
Coastal have completed the refurbishment of the damaged revetments at Vale Road and 
contractors will now be moving to Overstrand. 

- I have recommended Northrepps Primary School for an Environment Award, and am waiting for 
a report from them, which is now becoming urgent if they are to be in for “The cut”. 

- I received a complaint that the modifications to No.40 Bracken Avenue appeared not to be 
conforming to the planning application. This was referred to our Enforcement Board on 26

th
 

May.  Enforcement officers will visit the site on Friday 7
th
 July and I await an update. 

- I have called the White Horse planning application into committee and I understand that it will be 
on the agenda for the meeting scheduled for August 3

rd
. 

- I have requested a litter picker for Northrepps Road and have been advised that there is a two 
week wait for this. 

- I hope you will be able to send representatives to the Coastal Forum to be held next Monday. 
Other than that, I have nothing further to report. 
 
The Chairman welcomed County Cllr E Maxfield.  Report attached. 

 

6. Police Report 
The Clerk stated that there had been no updates on the police website since April and there had 
been no crimes reported in Overstrand for April. 

 

7. Public Participation Time 

The Chairman closed the meeting to allow Members of the Public and any Councillors with 
prejudicial interests to speak.  A number of parishioners gave their views in respect of item 8.3 
on the agenda. 



 

 

 

8. Planning 
8.1 Members agreed the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 14 June 

2017. 
8.2 Members agreed that Cllr Debbage would replace Cllr Brittlebank temporarily on the Planning 

Committee until Cllr Brittlebank is well enough to attend meetings. 
 
8.3 To consider and agree the following planning application: 

 

PF/17/0799 Erection of five bungalows with garages and associated access and external 
works 

 Rear of 21 Cromer Road, Overstrand, Cromer, NR27 0NT 
 
Members resolved to OBJECT to this application.  Cllr Partridge abstained. 

 

8.4 To report on planning decisions: 
 

 PF/17/0567 Erection of single storey extension to “The Store for Overstrand Fishermen” 
   Store for Overstrand Fishermen, The Londs, Overstrand, NR27 0PW 
 PERMIT 
 
8.5 The Chairman reminded Members that it was very important to start getting the Neighbourhood 

Development Plan underway.  Action: Clerk to email dates for meeting with Corpusty Parish 
Council to all Members. 

 

9. Finance 
9.1 Members agreed that Cllr Hastings would replace Cllr Brittlebank temporarily on the Finance 

Committee until Cllr Brittlebank is well enough to attend meetings. 
9.2 Members agreed the payments and receipts for June 2017 
9.3 Members agreed the bank reconciliation up to 30 June 2017. 
9.4 Members agreed to Cllr Bennett becoming the Monitoring Member to carry out spot checks of 

the accounts and bank balances at least three times per financial year. 
 
10. General Purpose and Amenities 
10.1 To receive reports from Members on sub-committees 
 

- Parish Hall – The new flooring is to be fitted to the kitchen and toilets on 28 July 2017. 
- Allotments – An inspection was carried out on 14 June 2017 and the following actions agreed: 

 Plot 5 - the bottom section of the allotment garden is uncultivated and a letter is to be sent to 
the tenant asking what their intentions are in respect of this. 
Plot 4 - Letter to be sent to the tenant stating that the uncultivated parts of the allotment garden 
are to be kept tidy. 
Plot 16 - Warning letter to be sent to the tenant regarding the poor state of the allotment garden. 

Plot 30B - Final letter to be sent to the tenant asking if they intend to cultivate the allotment 

garden 

Plot 40A - Letter to be sent to the tenant stating that it has been noted that no work has been 
carried out on this allotment garden yet and asking what their intentions are 
Plot 42 - Letter to be sent to the tenant asking them to control the weeds i.e. grasses and 
poppies on their allotment garden. 
Plot 51 - A termination of agreement letter is to be sent to the tenant.  It has been agreed that 
this is no longer a lettable plot and it will be temporarily taken off the list of allotment gardens.  It 
was agreed that Mr Spittles would speak to the tenants of plots 49 and 50 regarding their 
chickens to try and clear some of the growth and would look into other ways of clearing the plot. 
Access road - Cllr Partridge updated members regarding the access road to the allotments, 
which is in a poor state of repair.  It was agreed that there was no further action required at this 
time. 
Japanese Knotweed & Giant Hogweed – Cllr Bennett had a very helpful meeting with the land 
owner regarding the hogweed and knotweed problem and discussed the following: 

 Like the Council the Landlord is very concerned at the spread of the plants and wants to help, 
but doing the right thing is not straightforward. 

 Last time he used a large digger to uproot the plants he then had trouble with collectors looking 
for bottles etc as the surface was disturbed. As this is ok at the moment he doesn’t want to 
create the problem again  



 

 

 He will consult with the agronomist who advises him about other property as to what is the best 
spray to use glycophosphate and the dangers that might arise - problem with spray drift on to 
the allotments - to be avoided at all costs. On this site variable wind is a challenge. 

 Before spraying - he thinks that to cut down the tall growth is essential and he has been offered 
assistance with this in the past to help with this and we should ask for volunteers from plot 
holders to assist as well? 

 Would it be possible to use money from the allotment rents to pay for any spray or hire of 
equipment?  The landowners have been very generous over many years in providing the 
allotment land for the Council and it seems that it is the least that we can do to help alleviate the 
problem  

 The landowner is away next week and promised to start planning when he returns - he is very 
keen to find a solution but the need for the correct one is vital 

- Web/Publicity – Following a meeting of the sub-committee on 30 June 2014 recommendations 
were made to Council and Members resolved to agree the following: 
Money would be put aside in the budget for the next financial year to convert the current website 
design to a mobile friendly, faster version.  In the meantime Cllr Page to investigate statistics on 
how the website is accessed by users. 
SSL Security to be installed at a cost of £90 
A WP-Rocket plug-in to be installed at a cost of £25 for the installation and then £25 at each 
hosting renewal thereafter 

- Events/Entertainment – Nothing to report 
- Street Lighting – Following a meeting of the working group on 4 July 2017, recommendations 

were made to Council and Members resolved to replace the obsolete lamp on Col.16 to a 
Venture LED lantern STL031.  Two members abstained.  Cllr Page also explained that a new 
contract and specification were being drawn up to go out to tender/quote and this would be 
presented to Council at the next meeting for approval.  In the meantime Members resolved to 
extend the Contract with TT Jones for a further 6 months if necessary. 

 

11. Shoreline Management 
 There was nothing to report 

 

12. Community Action Norfolk 
12.1 Members resolved to take out Silver Membership with Community Action Norfolk at a cost of 

£50. 
 
13. Churchyard 
13.1 Members resolved to agree to take over the maintenance of the closed churchyard from 1 April 

2017.  It was agreed to put this on the next agenda in order to discuss who would be carrying 
out the grounds maintenance. 

 

14. Parking in Cliff Road 
14.1 The Clerk reported that she had received an email from a disabled resident living in Cliff Road 

who cannot park outside their house during the holiday season.  Highways have said they can 
do nothing about this.  Members agreed that although they have sympathy with the resident, 
unfortunately the Parish Council has no powers to do anything about this. 

 

15. Merchant Navy Day 
15.1 Members resolved to purchase a Red Ensign at a cost of £35.30 so that this can be flown each 

year for the Merchant Navy Day. 
 
16. Village Fair 

Cllrs Hasting, Partridge and Page agreed to manage the stand at the Village Fair and it was 
agreed that there would be a display of what the Council does in order to try and fill the two 
vacancies on the Council.  The Clerk agreed to supply a gazebo and help manage the stand. 

 

17. To Report any other business 
The Clerk reported that she would be on annual leave when the November Council meeting is to 
take place.  It was agreed to put this on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 
18. Correspondence 

- Email from NNDC stating that at the current time, NNDC has no plans to reduce the opening 
hours of the public toilets in Paul’s Lane. 

- Email from Waldon Telecom Ltd declining to come to a meeting to discuss concerns regarding 
the proposed radio mast in the village. 



 

 

 

17. Date of Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 2 August 2017 in 
the Parish Hall at 7.30pm. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN: ……………………………  DATE: ……………………………………. 
 
 



 

 

County Councillor’s report – Ed Maxfield 
 
County Hall chose to go into ‘purdah’ during the General Election campaign which meant it didn’t hold 
any committee meetings. Things are beginning to get moving again now and it is becoming clearer how 
things will look over the coming year. 
 
How the Council will be run - The Conservatives have a very large majority on the County Council – 
largely thanks to UKIP losing all of its seats in the elections on 4

th
 May (the Council is now made up of 

55 Conservatives, 17 Labour, 11 Lib Dems and one Independent). The ruling group has made it clear 
that it wants to ditch the ‘committee system’ used to discuss issues and make decisions about each area 
of services and return to a ‘cabinet’ style system where most of the key decisions are made by a small 
group of councillors. As a first step it has reduced the size of the main committees to 13 councillors – 
this will mean fewer opposition voices on those committees. 
 
My committee places - For this coming year I will be serving on the Children’s Services committee at 
County Hall (as the only Liberal Democrat representative.) I will also be on the Joint Museums 
Committee which brings together representatives from County Hall and the District Council to help with 
the strategic management of local museums. 
 
£125 million of ‘savings’ - Last week the Council announced that it will begin to look for ways of saving 
almost £125 million of savings over the next four years. This is largely due to further planned cuts in 
funding from central government. Adult Social Services will be asked to save over £30 million from its 
budget and Children’s Services will be expected to save over £23 million. There is also a planned cut of 
almost £10 million from ‘general finance’ which includes grants. 
 
The Council says it wants to make the savings by: “empowering local people and communities to help 
themselves; managing demand for children’s and adults’ social care, through more prevention work and 
supporting less vulnerable people to be more self-reliant; support for housing and economic 
regeneration; smarter use of technology, operating support services in a more commercial way.” 
The devil will be in the detail of course but it seems likely that this could see a push for decisions about 
some services to fall increasingly on Parishes. 
 
The NDR (Norwich’s northern by-pass) - On 21 June the Council issued a statement about the NDR. 
This is the core of what it said: “Members of all parties on Norfolk County Council’s Environment, 
Development and Transport Committee have given their full support to the NDR construction project, but 
agreed that there is now a high risk of a significant increase in cost beyond the £178.9m budget. They 
stressed that the NDR remains an essential investment in the future prosperity of Norfolk, and still offers 
very high cost benefits, with a return of over £4 for every £1 spent. As well as providing major travel and 
transport improvements, completion of the road will secure a major boost to the local 
economy, unlocking over 5,000 new jobs, supporting managed growth and stimulating further 
investment in infrastructure. Members nevertheless underlined the importance of ensuring the best 
possible value for the public purse, and gave their full backing to the Director of Community and 
Environmental Services in pursuing reductions in cost through every means.” 
 
Funding for Highways projects - The Council has also decided to create a fund allowing County 
Councillors to allocate £6,000 on small highways projects within their divisions. I am in no doubt this is a 
very poor use of Council funds. £6,000 is a tiny amount of money, especially spread across the 12 
Parishes within Mundesley division. However, if you have a suggestion for schemes that might be 
funded using this money, do please let me know. 
 
Coastal protection and the Vattenfall Windfarms - Three major windfarm projects are being developed in 
the North Sea which will have an impact on North Norfolk as the cables will come ashore in the District 
and it is very likely that large Sub Stations will need to be built just inland to support them. One – the 
Hornsea 3 project – will affect Weybourne but the others (the Vanguard and Boreas projects managed 
by Swedish state energy company Vattenfall) will have an impact closer to Mundesley division. 
Vattenfall has narrowed its preferred landing site for the cables to an area south of Happisburgh but, 
together with Bacton Gas Terminal, this will mean there are two strategically important pieces of energy 
infrastructure close to each other on our coast. And of course we are all aware of the impact coastal 
erosion has had on Happisburgh in recent decades.  
 



 

 

I have asked for a meeting with the District Council officer in charge of coastal management and he will 
brief me on the latest plans to protect Bacton Gas Terminal, the Mundesley Coastal Management 
scheme and possibly early planning for management of the Vattenfall scheme. 
After attending a meeting in Bacton for the Parishes most affected by Vattenfall, I have also written to 
the company raising some key concerns. 
 
My post bag - Since the election I have been contacted about a range of local issues. These have 
included: 

- The maintenance of local walking routes 

- Grass cutting in the centre of Mundesley 

- Housing development in Knapton 

- Road flooding in part of Sidestrand 

Not all of the issues have been the responsibility of the County Council but I am always happy to take up 
any concerns and to raise it with the relevant authority. 
 



 

 

Overstrand Parish Council – Payments and Receipts for June 2017      

        

Date: June 2017       

V No. Payee Detail Pm’t Method Net (£) VAT (£) Gross (£) Receipts (£) 

Ex17 LCPAS Data Protection Training BACS 30.00 0.00 30.00  

Ex18 Eon Street Light Energy DD 108.61 5.43 114.04  

Ex19 J White (Booker Cash & Carry) Parish Hall Toilet Rolls & Bleach BACS 13.48 2.70 16.18  

Ex20 HMRC PAYE BACS 55.20 0.00 55.20  

Ex21 NNDC Emptying Dog Bins BACS 748.80 149.76 898.56  

Ex22 J White Travelling to Downham Market, Training BACS 45.00 0.00 45.00  

Ex23 TT Jones Street Light Maintenance BACS 370.90 74.18 445.08  

Ex24 A Dean Parish Hall Cleaning - June C123 65.00 0.00 65.00  

Ex25 J White Salary, Phone & Home Allowance BACS 290.08 0.00 290.08  

PC8 Post Office Postage to Mazars (External Auditor) Cash 0.98 0.00 0.98  

PC9 V Bond Village Sign Plants (Ron Cork Legacy) Cash 12.91 0.00 12.91  

KR4 J White (Wilko) Parish Hall Mirrors x 2 BACS 10.00 2.00 12.00  

In6 NNDC Parish Hall Rent BACS    100.00 

In7 Souls Church Parish Hall Rent BACS    200.00 

In8 Ovestrand Carpet Bowls Parish Hall Rent Slip63    180.00 

TOTALS   1,750.96 234.07 1,985.03 480.00 

        

        

Signed:……………………………………… Date: ………………………………….   

        

        

 


